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“AQUARIUS- You will be a 
eat of ideas that inspire 
those close to you this week. 
Don't be shy. Talk up the 
great ideas you have and 
people will listen. 


PISCES- You would benefit 
more than usual from a cul- 
tural or artistic foray. Be liber- 
al with your time, but budget 
your money mindfully and 
you'll have a great week. 


ARIES- Avoid impulsive be- 
havior this week, especially in 
regards to your relationships. 
Take a moment to think be- 
fore you speak or you might 
hurt a good friend. 


TAURUS- You will be unusu- 
ally emotionally lucid this 
week, and.-have little or no 
difficulty expressing your 


GEMINI- You would do well 
to lay low this week, profes- 
sionally speaking. A flux at 
work or with your art may be 
a grievous backslide, so hold 
fast and stay the course. 


CANCER- It’s a long view 
kind of week. You're in a po- 
sition to. more accurately 
predict your long game, 
and should make solid plans 
while you can. 


LEO- You may be tempted 
to run from a problem that's 
been plaguing you this week, 
but as sweet as it seems to 
run and. hide, it will solve 
nothing. 


VIRGO- It’s a static week for 
you, and you're mood and 
energy will probably stay the 


LIBRA- Something is go-~ 


ing to reach a critical peak 
for you this week, be it a re- 
lationship or a project. Em- 
brace the crescendo and ride 
to trough to an even higher 
peak in weeks to come. 


SCORPIO- Patience will 
serve you well, but only to 
a point. Wait for the perfect 
moment, and act with con- 
fidence when it comes. You 
will know it when it comes. 


SAGITTARIUS- You dance 
a dynamic bridge between 
opposite and conflicting en- 
ergies this week. Judo the 
forces and benefit from both. 
Win. 

CAPRICORN- Trust not in 
technology this week. An 
electronic failure or mis- 
communication could burn 
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needs. Use’ this clarity to same from start to finish. Sit you badly. Breath with your 
\ forge stronger bonds. back and let it ride. lungs; hug with your arms. 
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Flower box by 11&Chestnut 
gal in Uggs, Juicy sweatpants, and Chanel sunglasses - (Tosses small dog into 
flower box.) Hey. Hey! Shit! Take a shit! Hey. No. You take a shit! Yeah. Yes. Good 


girl! Yeeeees. You're so gooood! (kiss kiss) lurk listen cenditin 


text: 603 203 ai65 
email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gma! 


Dear Lyra, 


My boyfriend is straight edge and | drink. | completely respect his choice in this matter 
and am even sometimes envious (mostly on Saturday mornings), but | can’t help but 
feel like our relationship may lack something because of this. | see a lot of my friends 
going out with their significant others to bars, sharing a bottle of wine etc. They are 
sharing in this Dionysian experience and will naturally feel more relaxed, talkative, 
content and even more sexually inclined. | feel like these experiences are not only fun 
but allow you to get to know each other on a deeper level. Sometimes | just wish | 
could experience him in this state. Is that terrible? Does the fact that | think about this 
mean we are doomed? 

-B.Beans 
Hello, 


| see where you're coming from, feeling that you're missing a special experience 
when everyone always seems to be having the best time together while drunk. 
Inebriation often opens up shortcut gateways to parts of our personality that are 
usually a bit harder to reach, and can work wonders when getting to know some- 
one as far as accelerating a sense of intimacy. But, when it comes right down to 
it, it doesn’t give you anything you can’t obtain while sober, it just makes it easier 
and faster. So if you're looking to avoid the candle burning avalanche of limer- 
ence, sobriety is actually really helpful. It may feel awkward and challenging at 
first, especially if it’s new to you, but if you're willing to work at it, you're less likely 
to be disappointed by your partner when the magic liquor glasses fade. You'll get 
to that deep level of understanding, if not a deeper level than you're used to, but 
it will happen in its own time. Best. 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


ei George, one of the more iconic 
characters in modern children’s litera- 
ture, has an interesting history. Margaret 
and H.A. Rey, the writers and illustrators of 
the franchise, began creating books about 
animals in France in the late 1930s. Their 
style of storytelling was an instant success 
and the married pair was commissioned to 
create an entire series of the books about 
a minor character from their debut, Cec- 
ily G. and the 9 Monkeys, George. But. They 
were both expatriated German Jews, and if 
you'll remember what was going on in Eu- 
rope around that time, you can see where 
their success may have come to a tragic 
and truncated end. Margaret's father was a 
member of the Reichstag, which was more 
of less the German parliament of the day, 
while she was a child, so she and her family 
had afew connections, and she was able to 
discern what was coming a bit ahead of the 
curve. The Reys fled Paris on two makeshift 
bicycles that H.A. constructed, riding it all 
the way to the Spanish border where they 
purchased train tickets to Lisbon, where 
they flew to Brazil, where they had met 5 
years earlier, and ultimately continued on 
to New York City. Among the scant posses- 
sions with which they barely escaped the 
Nazi flood was a rough manuscript for the 
first Curious George book. They published 
the book after set- 
tling in NY, and 
went on to pub- 
lish 7 more. H.A. 
died in 1977, and 
Margaret went 
on to publish 
12 more books 
and collaborate 
on several short films. Shortly before her 
death in 1996, Margaret donated the vast 
majority of her wealth to public libraries, 
foundations that advocated against animal 
cruelty, and organizations that fostered 
creativity in children. The world is certainly 
a better place for having known them, and 
the Secret Admirer would like to make Mar- 
garet and H.A. Rey the first of many recipi- 
ents of our Osviousty Awesome Awarb. 


ig FOR Everypay Lire - Lyra’s Love Mir- 
ror. Hello. It's me, Lyra. It’s me it’s me it’s 
me it’s me it’s me. Can you see me? I'm sit- 
ting on a blue piece of paper. You're hold- 
ing it in your hands. I’m sitting on a blue 
piece of paper and between us is a cloud 
of black text. These are the words I’m say- 
ing to you, and they hang in the blue air 


charapion of the bored lonely 


free 
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like smoke rings. I'm saying these words 
to You. I’m saying them because it’s Valen- 
tine’s Day. It’s Valentine's day and you're 
sitting by yourself reading the Secret Ad- 
mirer. Maybe you are feeling lonely today. 
Maybe you wish you were holding some- 
one’s hand instead of a piece of paper. Let 
me be your mirror for a moment. Im sitting 
on a blue page, in the grass, in the middle 
of a wide field. It’s spring. It’s always spring 
here. When | look straight up into the sky, 
| see the blue page. Right above my head 
the sky is thin. You're above me, looking at 
my field of waving, grassy letters, and I'm 
glad that you’re looking at me. | feel your 
eyes, an unseen constellation, and | love 
you. | love you with a song and | love you 
with my fingers spread wide against the 
sun, holding cloud fingers as they slide by. 
| want you to hold this page in a tiny, finite 
infinity with me. Squint your eyes and look 
at this mirror, and see yourself in the grass, 
in the spring, looking up at yourself. When 
you look away from this page, remember 
the strength, the warmth, the lullaby of sit- 
ting in that grass, seeing yourself beyond 
the sky, for a fraction of a second both the 
writer and the character. When you stand, 
rise with strength and music. Your story is 
beautiful and so are you. Greet the day with 
a terrifying laugh, a strong happiness in- 
conceivable to mortals. Whenever you feel 
down, you can find me in the grass beyond 
this page, sitting beside the You in the grass 
beyond the page. Here the weird beauty in 
all of us can swirl together forever if you 
would like, never alone, never lacking. Best. 


lash Fiction 3rd place award - Matt D. I’m 

shaking because | think that | might be 
dying. My arms are rigid talons, extended 
outward and rent asunder by the shards of 
glass now strewn about my feet. Disbeliev- 
ing, | recount the last 10 seconds. | moved 
to pop the lid from a beer bottle on the 
edge of her air conditioner. The unit fell 
outside in slow motion, loosened by my ef- 
fort, and as | reached to grab it, the pane 
bent, and broke, and rained ruin along my 
arms. Large, fat drop of arterial blood drip 
and pool, splashing on clear triangles. My 
beer bottle rolling, vomiting foam in a wide, 
lazy arc. She hears the noise and opens the 
bathroom door, a thin squeal of hinge, 
and gasps, a towel on her head, a second 
clutched to her clavicle with a white knuck- 
led fist. Steam follows her. A rush of hot air. 
The smell of blood and ginger shampoo 
fills the room. 
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“You better 
believe our coffee 
smells, brother.” 
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Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 
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on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


ALL BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE ONLINE 
philadelphia-secret-admirer.tumblr.com 
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Xeno, on Inside the Actor’s Studio 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in 


the Secret Admirer? Send us a photo 
with a caption or name and we'll print 
it! Also. If you're looking for a home for 
a stray or homeless animal, send in the 
details and your contact info and we'll 
get the word out. Thanks for reading! 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or text 603 203 4766 


Best 
2 out 
of 3! 


1- Valentine’s Day Massacre 

Leon is in love with three bartenders at 
the same bar! He couldn't make up his 
mind so he sent all 3 a Valentine, but 
alas! Each girl thought the Valentines 
came from another customer, so Leon 
was left high and dry. 


‘| From these clues, can you work out the 


name of each potential sweetheart, 
the colour of each card Leon sent, and 
the name of the person each girl be- 
lieved sent the card? 


First Names: Lily, Millie, Molly 
Surnames: Hanson, Jetson, Motson 
Colours: blue, pink, red 

Other customers: Lyra, David, Ethan 


OMGIT: Wacky Facts! - In 
ethe mid sixties, Mat- 
el released Slumber Party Barbie. She 
came with a book entitled How to Lose 

eight. One of the tips provided was 
Don't eat.’ Ben & Jerry wanted to start 
la bagel business, but the equipment 

as too expensive, so they settled for 
ice cream. The first webcam ever cre- 
ated was at Cambridge University. It 

as created to monitor the coffee pot, 
So researchers could remotely keep 
abs on how much coffee was left. Ma- 


1. Unluckily for Leon, when Miss Jet- 
son received her card, she thought it 
was from Lyra. 


2. When Molly received her blue 
card, she told Miss Hanson and to- 
gether they worked out who the 
card was from. It didn’t occur to ei- 
ther of them that it was from poor ol’ 
Leon. 


3. The girl who received the red card 
was convinced it came from Ethan. 


4. Neither Millie nor Miss Motson re- 
ceived a pink card. 


So. What is each gal’s name, what color 
her card, and from who does she think 
it came? Answer on back. 


rie Curie’s notebooks are still radioac- 
tive. Suzanne Collins, author of Hunger 
Games, got her professional start writ- 
ing for Clarissa Explains It All. Nothing 
rhymes with orange? Try door hinge, 
or even better, sporange, which is a 
botanical term for a spore case. Gmail 
was originally the name of the free 
email service offered on the Garfield 
website. Google purchased the rights 
to the name ona Monday. In 1980, De- 
troit, MI presented Saddam Hussein 
with a key to the city. A 


Congrats to our comic contest winner, Kevin D. He 
will recieve a Secret Admirer Hoodie and a firm 
handshake. Keep it up! 
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1. Desert 

5. Where to hide from vampires 

8. Where websites live 

12. Prow 

13. Courage 

15. A fat line 

16. Attic hat 

17. Palindrome cockatoo 

18. The kind of guy in last place 

19. Ubiquitous 

22. Didn't used to exist 

23.2 score and 12 

24. Blunder 

26. Involuntary spasm 

29. @,$ or & 

31. Elle 

32. Secured fold 

34. Distinct soldier, when green 

36. Louse 

38. Inspect 

AO. Turn of the sun 

41. Elicit a boner 

43. Between you and the street 

45. Celestial dome 

46. Go by 

48. International agreement 

50. Pertaining to micturition 

51. Hold down with play to 
capture video 

52. Picnic bandit 

54. lllicitly secret 

61. Furuncle 


63. What Rocky does at the museum 


64. Mental representation 

65. Dwarf buffalo 

66. River that flows around 
Notre Dame 

67. Pledges 

68. Transmit 

69. Oat soda 

70. Alternatively 
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1. A natural 
2. Chamber 
3. Treatment for anemia 
4. Desecrate 
5. Didn't pick truth 
6. Woe! 
7. Bygone time 
8. Cremains vessel 
9. Amazon, or Congo 
10. Cooties 
11. Killed 
13. Smallpox 
14. Long-limbed 
20. Xzibit might do this 
21. Vault for the dead 


to your car 


25. Andre the Giant command 


26. At that place 
27. Annual vow 
28. Utilize again 
29. Piling 

30. Unretentive 
31. Resort 

33. Bother 

35. To make an effort at 
37. Slavic monarch 
39, Earthly 

42. Majestic 

44. Notices 

47. Preserves 

49. Kinetic 


52. Fabrics made from goat hair 


53. Zero 

55. Region 

56. Subject of manicure 
57. Eat 

58. Pop singer 

59. Current events 

60. Move carefully 

62. Male child 


1- Who is the last surviving member of the planet Melmac? 
2- What doesia cowboy drink when he “paints his tonsils?” 
3- What type of stone comprises the majority of the Taj Mahal? 


4- Which gang is rival to the infamous Jets? 


5- What do we currently think is the most common atom in the universe? 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


Prime spot for an ad, ain't it? 
yep. right here 
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